One-Minute Answers to Skeptics

One-Minute Answers to Skeptics

“The Gospels are full of contradictions!”

“The Gospels are full of contradictions!”

Oh, I disagree. What examples would you like to discuss?
Friend, there may be a handful of verses in the Gospels that appear to
you to be at odds with one another. But with a little investigation into the
contexts of the passages or the cultural and geographical settings, they
are easily explained. For example, critics say there’s a contradiction in the
Gospels concerning where Jesus healed a blind man.
Luke 18:35 says Jesus healed him “as He was approaching Jericho.” But
Mark 10:46 says He healed the man “as He went out of Jericho.” So, critics
say, “Surely Luke or Mark made a mistake. They can’t both be right.” And
that appears to be the case, until you do a little homework and find out
that an archaeologist named Ernst Sellin discovered “The Twin-Cities of
Jericho” in Jesus’s time. There was the old city of Jericho (destroyed in
Book of Joshua, but rebuilt in 1 Kings 16:34) and there was the new
Roman city of Jericho. There were two cities called “Jericho,” separated
from one another by about a mile. Knowing this solves the dilemma. It’s
likely that Luke referred to one of the cities and Mark referred to the
other. A plausible explanation is that the miracle took place between the
two cities (Mark mentioning the city Jesus had just left, Luke mentioning
the city Jesus was approaching).
Would you be willing to read an article or book that explains more of
these alleged contradictions in the Bible? (See AlwaysBeReady.com/bible-difficulties.) There are good explanations for every one of them.
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