
“�e God of the Old Testament commanded 
genocide, the wiping out of the Canaanite people in 

the Book of Joshua. A loving God would never 
command such a thing!”

Have you read the Old Testament passages regarding the Canaanites? 
What were the Canaanites doing that brought God’s judgment on them? 
I’m interested to hear your take on it…Oh, you haven’t read the passag-
es? You forgot?
     �e Bible tells us the Canaanites at the time of Joshua were an exceed-
ingly wicked people who were indulging in incest, adultery, polygamy, 
bestiality, witchcra�, child sacri�ce to an idol named Molech, and a 
variety of other “abominable customs” (Leviticus 18; Deuteronomy 
18:9-14). �e Canaanites had become a dangerous threat to their poster-
ity, neighbors, and the Israelites. So, God determined the Canaanites’ 
time on His planet was up.
     God created the Earth and all its inhabitants, and He has the right to 
do whatever He deems best with His creation. All life belongs to Him.
     �ink back with me to the events surrounding World War II. Many 
people believe the Allied Powers had a moral obligation, even a God-giv-
en obligation, to go to war against Japan and the Nazis to stop the great 
evils they were committing. If human governments have the right to 
send in a military force to put a stop to evildoers, doesn’t God have the 
right? Surely, He does! If you had lived at the time of Joshua and were 
aware of the great atrocities going on in Canaan, you probably would 
have been in favor of God’s intervention—unless you think burning 
children alive is okay.
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